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With an increase of 5% in hay consuming livestock, we will ~ 


dn 1943 will increase the demands for hay even with better the 


DANGER AHEAD FOR LIVESTOCK PRODUOHRS- : 
CYBREMPANSTION INEVITABLE 


An overexpaneion of the liveatock and poultry industries mete 
aeems toe be inevitable, Good prices and favorable feeding 
ratios, supplemented by intensive campaigns to convert the 
Ever Normal Granary of feed into livestock and livestock 
production have brought about a liveateck populatien with 
feed requirements greater than our capacity to produce fead, 
This is true for both grain and hay. 


Hay Sitvation 


fhe current feeding year started with a hay supply nearly 94 
greater than in 1941, but even with this apparent large supply” 
of hay, reports from certain areas of the country indicatel that) 
shortages were beginning to appear before the spring pasture 
season. According to BAE estimates of farmers! intentione, ae 
the 1943 acreage of tame hay will be lesa than the 1942 scrssanaas 
Assuming that estimates of intentions will be harvested, much — 
less hay production can be expected in 1943. 


With average yields during the five years; L938 hyes inclusive, | 
the production of tame hay would be only about 66% of the i 
1942 production in the North Central Region and about 93% 5 
the United Statez as a whole. If the yield’3 ia equivalent to — 
the ten year, 193241 average, the preduction in the North 
Central Region would be only about 75% as much as 1942 and 
about 84% in the country as a wholes. 


Hay consuming animal units in 1943 are believed to be- phouei 
3% larger than in 1942 and present prospecte would indicate: a 
further increase of about 2% in the 1943-44 year. 


faced with a really critical hay situation in 194d if only | 
average yields are experienced in 1943. The plow-up of over. 

7% million acres of hay and pasture in 1942 in the North Cen 
Region and the prospects for an even greater plow-up of past 


average pasture conditions. When consideration is given te the 
reduction in pasture acreage and the prospects for a 1943 hay — 
crop from 19% to 253 leas than in 1942, the outlosk for hay 
really warranta immediate ection to obtain the alec 37 pose 
inthe antag of annual hay cropa. 
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Feed Grain Situation 


If the rate of feeding during the first six months of this 
year is continued throughout the remainder of the year, the 
carryover of feed grains October 1, 1943, will be about the 
same 2s ut the end of the preceding year. This means the 
total dizappearance of feed grains during 1942-435 will he 
about as large as the 1942 production, This bscomes increase 
ingly significant vhen we consider that the 19:2 production 
waa by fer the largest in the history of American agriculture 
and was much preater than we can continue to produce, The 
production of feed grains in 1942 was 174 greater than in 
1941 and 24% larger than the average for the five yours, 
1937-h1, inclusive. 


Official estimates as of March 1 om farmers’ 1943 intentions 
indicate the total acreage to be nlanted in 1943 to corn, gata, 
and barley will be about 4% over the 1942 level. indications 
for grain sorghums in 1943 are about the sama as for 1942. 

With average yields on the prospective 1943 planted acreeges 

of these crops, the combined production would be less than 19/2 
by an ecnivalent of between 500 and 600 million bushels of 

com. If this decrease in production comes to pass, carryover 
stocks of feed grains by October 1, 1941, will probably be as iow 
as in the drought years of 1934 and 1936. This would be the case 
even though 275 million bushels of wheat are fed during each of 
tne feeding years, 1914,2-43 and 1943-14. 


The grain-consuming animal units fer the 1942-43 feeding year 
are believed to be about 14% greater than cdusing the preceding 
year and there will probably be a further increase of about 6% 
in the 1943-14 year. The rate of feading per unit of production 
during the first six months of this fooding year has boon 
estimated to be about 34% greater than in the 1941-42 year. If 
this rate of feeding is continued for the remainder of the 19/243 
year, the consumption of grains will be nearly 18% greater than 
the preceding year, ‘If it were not for the feeding of increased 
amounts of wheat, the carryover of feed grains this coming fall 
Would be considerably lower than a year earlier since incregsed 
esnounts of grein are being sarmarked for commercial purposes. 


Obviously this situation can mean but one thing of importante 

to producers of livestock and poultry. That is, the requirements 
for feed grains have already exceeded our normil capacity te ’ 
produce these crops. Shortages of feed grains in normally deficit 
areas have already become acute and emergency measures £0 move 
grains from Canada and from the Corn Belt into thase ereag have 
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merely provided temporary relief. In the Northeast Region, 
where about 40% of their feed grain requirements are supplied 
from the Corn Belt, the situation became acute because grain 
did not flow from the Corn Belt to the arsa. The East Central 
and Southern Regions also experienced similar situatione, 


The increass in livestock and poultry in these ereaa has been 


phenomenal in spite of ths fact that these areas ara dependent 
upon the Corn Belt for a considerable portion of their grain 


nts even in normal times. The 1943 spring pig crop 
in the Northeast Region is exnected to be 36% greater than 
in 1942. This increase is only slightly lees in the East Central 
and will be about 25% in the South. Very large increases are 
shown for poultry in all of those regions. Ths overell feed 
requirements in the 1942-43 ysar ere expected to be about 12% 
greater than the preceding year in the Northezst Region, 23% in 
the East Central, and sbout 18% in the South. These regions 
have always depended upon thea Corn Belt for extra feed require- 
ments in normal times. The outicok in thess regions now seems 
to indicate critical situations will prevail this year and 
next ysar they will be sven woree since it is expected that 
jess than normal suppliee of feed grains can be supplied fron 
the Corn Balt. 


The eituation in the Corn Belt cay become serious as we move 
into the 1943~44 year. iIncreazss in livestock are exected to 
continue regardless of the efforts of the Department of 
Agriculture to prevent them. Even if liveateck production in 
the country as a whole could be lavelied off on the 1943 level, 
the enormous pig crops in 1943 would provide an increase of 
about 4% in feed grain requirementa over the 1942-43 year. The 
enormous domands for Carn Belt grain in feed deficit areas and 
the tremendous increase in livestock production in the Corn 
Belt iteelf will certainly exhaust the Ever Normal Granary of 
corn. This may create a situation in which the livestock 
producers of the Corn Belt will have leen grain than their orn 
demands. 


Every effort must be made te obtain the greatest possibile 
planting of corn in the Corn Heit where the production of feed 
per acre from this crop is from two to three times greater than 
from other feed grains. Unfavorable stands of small grains and 
frozen out legume crops should be replaced with corn. Even if 
we are favored with a good gsason, the production of feed grains 
will not be enough unless a greater acreage of corn is planted 
than is now indicated. 


What 1f we should have a drought? 
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The time is at hand for nation-wide application of the vast 
reservoir of information now available at our agricultural 
colleges on economical methods of feeding and conservation of 
feed grains. There has never been a time when a wise vractice 
of feeding in combination with a well planned pasture and 
forage program could contribute more to the overall food 
production from livestock, dairy, and poultry. Drought 
resistant temporary pastures for summer grazing and early sown 
cover crops for fall pasture will be needed. Most of our 
State Agricultural Collegss have developed pasture and forage 
programs which are adapted to local conditions and now is the 
time when wide use should be made of these programs by farmers. 


The necessity for conserving feed grains and obtaining the most 
economical use of such grains in the production of meat, milk, 

and eggs is now one of the major problems of agriculture, We 

must get livestock producers to rsalize that we cannot afford 

to waste feed grain in the production of prime or choice beef, 
Light feeding of grain to beef, supplemented with adequate pasture 
and forage, will save much grain for the more officient production 
of pork, milk, and eggs. Consideration should be given to the 
marketing of hogs at lighter weights. The feeding of hogs to 
heavier weights undoubtedly requires more grain per lh. of pork 
produced than if they were marketed at lighter weights. 


Background Information 


In the following tables detailed inform.tion is presented which 
will indicate the basis for the foregoing conclusions. Please 
observe that these tables are presented in three groups: The 
first group shows production and supplies of feed grains and hay, 
as well as supplemental concentrates. The second group, includ= 
ing Tables Ili and IV, is designed to show the disappearance of 
grains for fead, commercial use, and indicated carryover stocks 
as of October 1 for the feeding years, 1941-42 and 1942-43. 
Finally, the third group indicates feed grain consuming animal 
units and the basis for their determination. 


TABLE I. 


SUPPLIES OF PEED GRAINS 

Crop and Production Years % 

IGhi-4y2 and 191,2-1,3 ; 
United States 
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| ‘ ; (000 Bu.) =: (COO Ton 3 (000 Bu.) * (000 Tend) gla 
: (3) 2 Qe oS > () Gr 
Corn $ aa 3 : ~ 
“Production : 2 (ee : 74,970 : 3,175,154 : 88,90) +: 198.6 
Total Supply: 3,324,052 : 93,045 ; 3 ,668,553- :102,729 +: 110.4 
: Pe 3 $ $ 
Oates RS oe e.: 3 2 $ | 
“Production : 1,180,663 : 18,897 z. eer ae : 21,740. Pll Seiee 
Total Supply: 1,105,346, : 22,106 : 1,593,237 ; 25,492 : 113.) 
$ : $ : $ 
Barley : RY itd : it Bee 3 3 
Production 3 362 ,082 3 &,690 : h26, 150 3 10,228 t 117 67 
Total Supply; 434,003 ; 10,b36 : 587 13h; : 12,658; 121.5 
: 3 : iM bi 
Rye 3 3 : 3 : 
> Production ; 45,36, +: 1,270 : 57,3h1  : 1,606. : 126.5 
Total Supply: 95,786 8) S122: 92,522 3° 2,585 9 aaae 
: ; 2 : : 
Grain Sorghums: z z : < 
roduotion ; 121,764: - 3,130 : 107,245: 3,003 2 95.9 
eK: TTT RE NS 
Totels E 3 $ 3 - 
~ Production /: : 106,957 : 2125 481: 117.3 
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harvested for grain. 


SUFPLIES OF ALL FEED 
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. 3 . TABLE 1a 


TOTAL GRAIN FEED PRODUCTION SY "REGIONS 


(000 Tons) 
Production Suh he 
All Feed Grain ap bers 
EGE TAT I ee ek a Sa 
Region 19h) age TH 
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ALL HAY SUPPLIES 
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INDICATED PRODUCTION OF TAME HAY 


193 
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LIVES TOCK 
GRAIN-CONSUMING ANIMAL UNITS AND PERCENT CHANGE 
Dairy Cattle, Other Cattle, Sheep and Lambs, and Horses and Mules 


| | TABLE VI 


| + 
Animal Units 11041242 11942--88 1104884 


Ap Shy : 38585 4s 3 * 1948-44 sTO20-7T  LOLIS2P TOM zF 
5 


Commodity eas 


a 3 
3 8 
P (000) P : (000) : A.U. eAeUs : AU. ; 
Sri om 2 t 3 2 
Abie My pa : sip ads ; ah gs tee ‘ 
Dairy Cattle 3 25,478 +: 26,398 +: 26,946 : 27,200 ; 103.6 102.2 100.8 
2 3 2 3 
; 3 es 1 5 . ; : 
Other Cattle 1/ : 28,451 1: 24,284 3 25,510: 25,000 103.6 * 105.0 96.0 
3 3 2 t 
: ; . ' + ; : a eras . 
Sheep & lambs 2/: 1,721 + 1,798 : 1,746: 1,712 ; 104.5 7 97.1 ; 96.1 
- 8 3 3 3 
: : : ; : « -& t P 2 3 3 
Horses & hash 15,691 : 15,229 ; 14,865 ; 14,430 97.1 97.6 I 97.1 
ose? : ry g 
: ; : : , ; $ +4 | 
“Total : 66,341 : 67,709 ; 69,065 3; - 68,542 * 102. 1 * 102.0 ? 99.0 


V/ Anime] units 1940-41 determined by mltiplying 0.51 by number on hand 
Jamary 1, 1941. Animal units 1941-42 and succeeding years determined 
on basis of grain feeding by States as indicated on feed Balt een 
ee sheets, which results in anime. unit factor of 0,498, 


2/ Determined on basis of estimated disappearance of grain actually fed 
during marketing year or a factor of .0317 for Jarmary 1 numbers. 


| 3/ Horses and mies animal unit factor is 1.11 per head January 1. 
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LIVESTOCK 


| ‘ Number on Forms, January 1 


 Dadry cattle, Other oattle, anees & Lambs, Horses & Mulee 
: ie 7 TABLE VII 
as es wae 3 rr} hah 
- Commodity 1 1941 +s 1942 s 1943 1 1944 
(ro | A 8 he Oe ean * aa 
i u abe 2 : | : 
<<) | ; %, eaten Goa Pee in taal ae 
as Re “Dairy Cattle 1 25,478 1: 26,398 + 26,946 +: 27,200 2 
‘a ) d \ t SP a 3 s “2. 4 'e 
a: Other Cattle 3 46,983 +4 48,764 +s 61,224 +s 60,200 3 
' ee ee taht $ ; 
ss Sheep & Lambe ¢ 64,285 +: 66,735 + 56,089 + 64,000 38/ 
vy a eee 3 . F] Hy : “ : 
—  Farses & mies ‘ 14,286 : 15,720 + 18,890 + 13,000 4/ 
ae 3 $ Ant 8 
iY Crop ee cites Fabrueary 18, 1948 eh A 
a ! 2/ On basis of aseumed increase of 1% over 1943 
oo 
+ ys Oa ‘basis of asaumed decrease of 2% under 1943 
Bean 2 
ah i. On basis of an ‘assumed decrease of approximately 3% 
~ AT under 1943 | 
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| NET PRODUCTION OF LIVE WRIGHT HOGS TO BE FED 
- ae. IN MARKETING YEAR OCT. 1 ‘10 SEPT. 30 


TABLE S 
: J 
Hog : 7 : Yoarly Average : Net Production : % Increase 
* ever: No, of — 3 Live Weight : of Live Weight ; Over 
‘Year for Hog Equivalents : of Hogs to be ; Fed in : Previous 


+ Feeding to be Fed : Marketed, Marketing Year: Year 


Lbs. + as Lbs. 


ee °8 eo 


3 3 
19-42 * 87,790,750 Ai ahs 21,333,252,250* 116.21 
1942-43 *108,810,736 = 250 * 27,202,684,000 ! 127,51 
Hy 3 . bs 
L943 — $122,2.54,,607 Bo ahs * 29,927,878,715 * 110.02 
GRAIN-CONSUMING ANIMAL UNITS OF HOGS A caentiutes 


1. 1940-41 Total Live Weight Net Production of 168 7032,020,114 
pounds X26 equals SPORTS BSEBH ACHE eEBBE SES 52,149 


2. 1941-42 Total Live Weight Net Production of 21,333,152,250 
pounds X25 equals COOKE OCMLOeOHE HP ORHHE LED 61,695 
1 


+7 3. 1942-43 Total Live Weight Net Production of 27,202,684,000 
POUrKin? 252092 BOUALE asso gean ec avens ea vd ves 78,670 


» he 1943-4 Total Live Weight Net Production of 29,927,878,715 
pounds X-2893 equals AEE ee aR OS Oe | GC 552 


Note: For details see Tables XI, xII, and ZIII on file in the 
Economics and Research Section, North Central Division. 


1/ Hog equivalents. See Table ¥t 
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ORAL, NUMBER OF HOG EQUIVALENTS FED DURING MARKERING YEARS 
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